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geography and history (Nos. 1256-1852), following
both the classification and enumeration of Casiri. He
has still to furnish us with the remaining part of the
second volume comprising medicine, natural history,
mathematics and law, and the fourth volume compris-
ing a review of the hundred books which were missed
by Casiri (Nos. 1853-1952) ,8
This research in the intellectual legacy of the
Moors and the light it threw over it were a great con-
quest in the history of Muslim Spain and Muslim
civilization. Till the end of the eighteenth century,
the West knew this history only as given by the
partial Christian records. Hundreds of facts were con-
cealed by masks of lies and bigotry. The documents
of the Escurial came to tear these masks, present the
decisive proofs of the greatness of this page of Spanish
history and furnish us with hundreds of facts about
the superiority of Moorish civilization and the brilli-
ant progress it achieved. Research, in these documents
revealed, for example, that there were some Arabic
manuscripts dated as back as 1009 A.D. written on
paper made of cotton and some others dated 1106 A.D.
written on paper made of hemp which proves the
early discovery as well as the skill of the Moors in this
industry. Other historical manuscripts were also
found which prove that the Moors were the first to
use dynamite in war; and there were similar revela-
tions which throw the greatest light on facts, which
remained for centuries buried in the darkness of the
Escurial.9
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